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• To examine the link between 
juveniles’ use of sedatives and 
shoplifting. 
• What are the effects of 
sedatives on shoplifting among 
juvenile offenders?
• “Pathways to Desistance” was 
a longitudinal study of 1,354 
serious juvenile offenders.
• Between the ages of 14 years 
old to 18 years old.
• From Philadelphia and 
Phoenix.
• Only baseline data was used. 
• Independent variable is 
sedative use among juveniles.
• Dependent variable is 
shoplifting committed by 
juveniles.
• There was no correlation detected 
between juveniles’ using sedatives and 
shoplifting.
• Limitations
• Cross-sectional analysis 
• Only from two states, instead of all 
fifty states.
• Future research
• Focused more on shoplifting being 
the deviant act.
• The results could help future studies find a 
correlation and help society help juveniles’ 
lean off their addiction and not commit 
deviant acts. 
•Assumptions
•A descriptive test was run on the independent and dependent variables to see 
N-value, mean, & standard deviation.
•The independent variable had N=(1349), M=1.77 & SD=1.870.
•The dependent variable had N=(1350), M=5.24 & SD= 34.722.
•A bivariate correlation was used to analyze the relationship between 
variables.
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